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About S4TJ
Founded in 2016, Sociologists for Trans Justice (S4TJ) is committed to advancing public understanding of trans,
non-binary, and intersex issues — in particular, to enter sociological insights into the national conversation about the
status of trans, non-binary, and intersex communities. For more information, as well as to see our list of topical
experts, visit our website at www.s4tj.com

About the Reader:
In society today, we are presented with a paradox of sorts: on one hand, there have been significant social and
political advances regarding sexual orientation and gender identity. Yet, on the other hand, with increasing visibility
and progress, there is also a simultaneous and almost inevitable increase in the backlash targeting the most
vulnerable segments of the LGBTQ population—trans and non-binary people, and particularly trans, non-binary, and
gender-expansive youth. Within the first five months of 2021, more than 250 anti-LGBTQ bills have been
introduced in state legislatures across the country, making this year what the Human Rights Campaign has called
“the worst year for anti-LGBTQ legislation in recent history.” These pieces of legislation, identical almost word-for-
word in a coordinated attack, present inflammatory and false information to incite panic particularly around trans
girls’ participation in sports and trans youth’s access to public restrooms and life-saving medical care. Yet, as
previous scholarship and experience has shown, banning trans presence does not erase our existence. Rather, it
creates unsafe environments wherein our most marginalized community members are at heightened risk for mental
health issues, physical violence, bullying, suicide and murder.

As an organization dedicated to advocating for trans justice within the discipline of sociology, we have an
immediate responsibility to extend the reach of our expertise on sex, gender, trans people’s experiences and
outcomes, public policy, and related topics to advance national conversations about trans, non-binary, and intersex
communities. One such strategy S4TJ practices is to provides a list of essential readings to contextualize, examine,
and center trans lives including the #TransJusticeSyllabus and the #BlackTransLivesMatter Reader. Building off of
these prior efforts, the materials listed in the #ProtectTransYouth Reader serve as a starting point of scholarship that
we recommend people to read, engage with, and learn from to contextualize and address the state of emergency the
trans community is experiencing. Let us be clear: trans communities--and trans youth in particular-- will surely
endure increased psychological and physical violence if existing transphobic public policies are upheld and new
ones are passed. The time to act is now in order to protect our trans youth.

How to Use this Reader:
The readings, videos, and resources listed below are listed alphabetically by theme and link to the source (or free
PDF if available online). This Reader should be understood as an always partial list of readings--it is meant to serve
as a starting point. As such, we also encourage further engagement with trans scholarship including use of the
#TransJusticeSyllabus as well as the #BlackTransLivesMatter Reader, as both are essential to understand and work
towards trans justice.
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Gender Panics and the Law
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New York University Press.
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University of Toronto Press.
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Couric, Katie. 2017. The Gender Revolution: A Journey With Katie Couric. Film. Washington, DC: National
Geographic.
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Jones, Tiffany. 2016. "Researching and Working For Transgender Youth: Contexts, Problems and Solutions."
Social Sciences 5(3):43.

Keo-Meier, C., & Ehrensaft, D. 2018. Perspectives On Sexual Orientation and Diversity. The Gender Affirmative
Model: An interdisciplinary Approach To Supporting Transgender and Gender Expansive Children.
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Lewis, Anne M. 2021. "Montana's House Bill 113: Knocking On The Door of Youth Transgender Dignity."
Montana Law Review Online 81:104-110.
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Robinson, C. M., & Spivey, S. E. 2019. "Ungodly Genders: Deconstructing Ex-Gay Movement Discourses of
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Spade, Dean. 2015. Normal Life: Administrative Violence, Critical Trans Politics, and The Limits of Law. Durham:
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Stone, Amy L. 2017. "Gender Panics About Transgender Children in Religious Right Discourse." Journal of LGBT
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Trans Youth and Families

Abreu, R. L., D.E. Rosenkrantz, J.T. Ryser-Oatman, S.S. Rostosky, & E.D.B Riggle. 2019. "Parental Reactions to
Transgender and Gender Diverse Children: A Literature Review." Journal of GLTB Family Studies 15:461—
485.

Andrews, Arin. 2015. Some Assembly Required: The Not-So-Secret Life of a Transgender Teen. New York: Simon
& Schuster.
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Campaign for Southern Equality Open Letter From Medical Professionals Across the South Opposing Anti-
Transgender Legislation.

Gender Spectrum & Black Trans/Non-binary Teen Group

GLAAD Guide for Journalists Reporting on Anti-Trans State Legislation

GLAAD Open Letter Support Trans Women & Girls

GLMA: Health Professionals Advancing LGBTQ Equality

GLSEN

Human Rights Campaign_Parents for Transgender Equality National Council

Keenan, Harper B., Z Nicolazzo, and Kevin Kumashiro. 2021. 17,300+ Educators and Scholars to President
Biden: Support Trans Youth."

Lamda Legal_Professional Organization Statements Supporting Transgender People in Healthcare

National LGBTQI+ Health Education Center

NCAA Inclusion of Transgender Student-Athletes & 2021 Statement on Transgender Participation

PELAG & Trans Youth Summer Camp List
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Queer Kid Stuff
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The Queering Education Research Institute (QUERI)
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Trans Athlete

Trans Student Educational Resources (TSER)
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