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About S4TJ 

Founded in 2016, Sociologists for Trans Justice (S4TJ) is committed to advancing public understanding of trans, 

non-binary, and intersex issues – in particular, to enter sociological insights into the national conversation about the 

status of trans, non-binary, and intersex communities. For more information, as well as to see our list of topical 

experts, visit our website at www.s4tj.com  

 

About the Reader: 

In society today, we are presented with a paradox of sorts: on one hand, there have been significant social and 

political advances regarding sexual orientation and gender identity. Yet, on the other hand, with increasing visibility 

and progress, there is also a simultaneous and almost inevitable increase in the backlash targeting the most 

vulnerable segments of the LGBTQ population–trans and non-binary people, and particularly trans, non-binary, and 

gender-expansive youth. Within the first five months of 2021, more than 250 anti-LGBTQ bills have been 

introduced in state legislatures across the country, making this year what the Human Rights Campaign has called 

“the worst year for anti-LGBTQ legislation in recent history.” These pieces of legislation, identical almost word-for-

word in a coordinated attack, present inflammatory and false information to incite panic particularly around trans 

girls’ participation in sports and trans youth’s access to public restrooms and life-saving medical care. Yet, as 

previous scholarship and experience has shown, banning trans presence does not erase our existence. Rather, it 

creates unsafe environments wherein our most marginalized community members are at heightened risk for mental 

health issues, physical violence, bullying, suicide and murder. 

 

As an organization dedicated to advocating for trans justice within the discipline of sociology, we have an 

immediate responsibility to extend the reach of our expertise on sex, gender, trans people’s experiences and 

outcomes, public policy, and related topics to advance national conversations about trans, non-binary, and intersex 

communities. One such strategy S4TJ practices is to provides a list of essential readings to contextualize, examine, 

and center trans lives including the #TransJusticeSyllabus and the #BlackTransLivesMatter Reader. Building off of 

these prior efforts, the materials listed in the #ProtectTransYouth Reader serve as a starting point of scholarship that 

we recommend people to read, engage with, and learn from to contextualize and address the state of emergency the 

trans community is experiencing. Let us be clear: trans communities--and trans youth in particular-- will surely 

endure increased psychological and physical violence if existing transphobic public policies are upheld and new 

ones are passed. The time to act is now in order to protect our trans youth. 

 

How to Use this Reader: 

The readings, videos, and resources listed below are listed alphabetically by theme and link to the source (or free 

PDF if available online). This Reader should be understood as an always partial list of readings--it is meant to serve 

as a starting point. As such, we also encourage further engagement with trans scholarship including use of the 

#TransJusticeSyllabus as well as the #BlackTransLivesMatter Reader, as both are essential to understand and work 

towards trans justice.  

mailto:sociologistsfortransjustice@gmail.com
http://www.s4tj.com/
https://www.hrc.org/press-releases/2021-slated-to-become-worst-year-for-lgbtq-state-legislative-attacks
https://www.nbcnews.com/feature/nbc-out/state-anti-transgender-bills-represent-coordinated-attack-advocates-say-n1258124
http://s4tj.com/s4tj-syllabus/
http://s4tj.com/blacktranslivesmatter-reader/
https://s4tj.com/s4tj-syllabus/
http://s4tj.com/blacktranslivesmatter-reader/
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Gender Panics and the Law 

 

Aultman, B Lee, & Paisley Currah. 2017. "Politics Outside the Law: Transgender Lives and the Challenge of 

Legibility." Pp. 34-53 in GLBTQ Politics, edited by M. Brettschneider, C. Keating, and S. Burgess. New York: 

New York University Press. 

Browne, Kathe. 2007. "Genderism and The Bathroom Problem: (Re) Materialising Sexed Sites, (Re) Creating 

Sexed Bodies." Gender, Place & Culture 11(3):331–346.  

Cavanagh, Sheila L. 2010. Queering Bathrooms: Gender, Sexuality, and The Hygienic Imagination. Toronto: 

University of Toronto Press. 

Clements, Zakary A., & Geoffrey D. Munro. 2021. "Biases and Their Impact On Opinions of Transgender 

Bathroom Usage." Journal of Applied Social Psychology. Advanced Publication. 

Costello, Cary Gabriel. 2021. "Creating Social Panics To Entrench Bias: A Brief History." Transfusion [Blog].   

Couric, Katie. 2017. The Gender Revolution: A Journey With Katie Couric. Film. Washington, DC: National 

Geographic. 

Currah, Paisley, Richard M. Juang, & Shannon Price Minter. 2006. Transgender Rights. Minneapolis: University of 

Minnesota Press.  

Currah, Paisley, & Lisa Jean Moore. 2009. “‘We Won’t Know Who You Are': Contesting Sex Designations in New 

York City Birth Certificates." Hypatia 24(3):113-35. 

Davis, Heath Fogg. 2014. "Sex-Classification Policies As Transgender Discrimination: An Intersectional Critique." 

Perspectives On Politics 12(1):45-60. 

Davis, Heath Fogg. 2017. Beyond Trans Does Gender Matter? New York: New York University Press. 

Fausto-Sterling, Anne. 2000. Sexing The Body: Gender Politics and The Construction of Sexuality. New York: 

Basic Books. 

Gozlan, O. 2017. "Stalled On The Stall: Reflections On A Strained Discourse." Transgender Studies Quarterly 4(3–

4):451–471. 

Jones, Tiffany. 2016. "Researching and Working For Transgender Youth: Contexts, Problems and Solutions." 

Social Sciences 5(3):43. 

Keo-Meier, C., & Ehrensaft, D. 2018. Perspectives On Sexual Orientation and Diversity. The Gender Affirmative 

Model: An interdisciplinary Approach To Supporting Transgender and Gender Expansive Children. 

Washington, DC: American Psychological Association.  

Lewis, Anne M. 2021. "Montana's House Bill 113: Knocking On The Door of Youth Transgender Dignity." 

Montana Law Review Online 81:104-110. 

https://www.degruyter.com/document/doi/10.18574/9781479849468-005/html
https://www.degruyter.com/document/doi/10.18574/9781479849468-005/html
https://doi.org/10.1080/0966369042000258668
https://doi.org/10.1080/0966369042000258668
https://utorontopress.com/us/queering-bathrooms-4
https://utorontopress.com/us/queering-bathrooms-4
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/jasp.12741?af=R
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/jasp.12741?af=R
https://trans-fusion.blogspot.com/2021/04/creating-social-panics-to-entrench-bias.html
https://www.natgeotv.com/ca/gender-revolution
https://www.upress.umn.edu/book-division/books/transgender-rights
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1527-2001.2009.01048.x
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1527-2001.2009.01048.x
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/perspectives-on-politics/article/abs/sexclassification-policies-as-transgender-discrimination-an-intersectional-critique/8DB5FEB0A5FE6BCA6F27480604C9680B
https://nyupress.org/9781479855407/beyond-trans/
https://www.basicbooks.com/titles/anne-fausto-sterling/sexing-the-body/9781541672895/
https://read.dukeupress.edu/tsq/article-abstract/4/3-4/451/132834/Stalled-on-the-StallReflections-on-a-Strained
https://www.mdpi.com/2076-0760/5/3/43
https://doi.org/10.1037/0000095%E2%80%93001
https://doi.org/10.1037/0000095%E2%80%93001
https://scholarship.law.umt.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1135&context=mlr_online
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Mathers, Lain A.B. 2017. "Bathrooms, Boundaries and Emotional Burdens: Cisgendering Interactions through the 

Interpretation of Transgender Experience." Symbolic Interaction 40(3):295-316. 

Minter, Shannon. 2016. “Transgender and Gender Non-Conforming Youth and the Legal System.” Pp. 1208-1211 

in The SAGE Encyclopedia of LGBTQ Studies, edited by A. Goldberg. Thousand Oaks: SAGE. 

Orr, Asaf. "Youth and Teens, Legal Issues." Pp. 925-928 in The SAGE Encyclopedia of Trans Studies, Edited By J. 

Beemyn and A. Goldberg. Thousand Oaks: SAGE. 

Porta, Carolyn M. et al. 2017. "'Kicked Out': LGBTQ Youths' Bathroom Experiences and Preferences." Journal of 

Adolescence 56:102-112. 

Reisner, S. L., Hughto, J. M. W., Dunham, E. E., Heflin, K. J., Begenyi, J. B. G., Coffey-Esquivel, J., & Cahill, S. 

2015. “Legal Protections in Public Accommodations Settings: A Critical Public Health Issue For Transgender 

and Gender-Nonconforming People." Milbank Quarterly 93(3):484–515.  

Robinson, C. M., & Spivey, S. E. 2019. "Ungodly Genders: Deconstructing Ex-Gay Movement Discourses of 

'Transgenderism' in The US." Social Sciences 8(6):191-218.  

Sanders, J., & Susan Stryker. 2016. "Stalled: Gender-Neutral Public Bathrooms." South Atlantic Quarterly 

115(4):779–788.  

Schilt, Kristen, & Laurel Westbrook. 2015. “Bathroom Battlegrounds and Penis Panics.” Contexts 14(3):26-31. 

Spade, Dean. 2015. Normal Life: Administrative Violence, Critical Trans Politics, and The Limits of Law. Durham: 

Duke University Press. 

Stone, Amy L. 2017. "Gender Panics About Transgender Children in Religious Right Discourse." Journal of LGBT 

Youth 15(1):1-15. 

Vipond, Evan. 2015. “Trans Rights Will Not Protect Us: The Limits of Equal Rights Discourse, Antidiscrimination 

Laws, and Hate Crime Legislation.” Western Journal of Legal Studies 6(1):1-20. 

Walch, Abby, Caroline Davidge-Pitts, Joshua D Safer, Ximena Lopez, Vin Tangpricha, Sean J. Iwamoto. 2020. 

"Proper Care of Transgender and Gender Diverse Persons in the Setting of Proposed Discrimination: A Policy 

Perspective." The Journal of Clinical Endocrinology & Metabolism 106(2):305–308. 

Westbrook, Laurel, & Kristen Schilt. 2014. "Doing Gender, Determining Gender: Transgender People, Gender 

Panics, and the Maintenance of the Sex/Gender/Sexuality System." Gender & Society 28(1): 32-57. 

White House Executive Order on Preventing and Combating Discrimination on the Basis of Gender Identity or 

Sexual Orientation.  

Wodda, Aimee, and Vanessa R. Panfil. 2014. "'Don’t Talk To Me About Deception': The Necessary Erosion of the 

Trans* Panic Defense." Albany Law Review 78(3):927-71. 

 

Trans Youth and Families 

 

Abreu, R. L., D.E. Rosenkrantz, J.T. Ryser-Oatman, S.S. Rostosky, & E.D.B Riggle. 2019. "Parental Reactions to 

Transgender and Gender Diverse Children: A Literature Review." Journal of GLTB Family Studies 15:461–

485.  

Andrews, Arin. 2015. Some Assembly Required: The Not-So-Secret Life of a Transgender Teen. New York: Simon 

& Schuster. 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/symb.295
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/symb.295
https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/the-sage-encyclopedia-of-lgbtq-studies/book244331
https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/the-sage-encyclopedia-of-trans-studies/book270824
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/28212504/
https://doi.org/10.1111/1468-0009.12127
https://doi.org/10.1111/1468-0009.12127
https://www.mdpi.com/2076-0760/8/6/191
https://www.mdpi.com/2076-0760/8/6/191
https://doi.org/10.1215/00382876-3656191
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1536504215596943
https://transreads.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/2019-03-12_5c87f131ef911_NormalLifeSecondEditionDeanSpade.pdf
https://transreads.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/2019-03-12_5c87f131ef911_NormalLifeSecondEditionDeanSpade.pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/19361653.2017.1395305
https://ojs.lib.uwo.ca/index.php/uwojls/article/view/5643
https://ojs.lib.uwo.ca/index.php/uwojls/article/view/5643
https://academic.oup.com/jcem/article/106/2/305/6031005
https://academic.oup.com/jcem/article/106/2/305/6031005
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0891243213503203?journalCode=gasa
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0891243213503203?journalCode=gasa
https://www.whitehouse.gov/Briefing-Room/Presidential-Actions/2021/01/20/Executive-Order-Preventing-and-Combating-Discrimination-On-Basis-Of-Gender-Identity-Or-Sexual-Orientation/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/Briefing-Room/Presidential-Actions/2021/01/20/Executive-Order-Preventing-and-Combating-Discrimination-On-Basis-Of-Gender-Identity-Or-Sexual-Orientation/
http://www.albanylawreview.org/Articles/Vol78_3/78.3.0927%20Wodda%20and%20Panfil.PDF
http://www.albanylawreview.org/Articles/Vol78_3/78.3.0927%20Wodda%20and%20Panfil.PDF
https://doi.org/10.1080/1550428X.2019.1656132
https://doi.org/10.1080/1550428X.2019.1656132
https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/Some-Assembly-Required/Arin-Andrews/9781481416771
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Family 72:480–497.  
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Ehrensaft, Diane. 2011. “Boys Will Be Girls, Girls Will Be Boys: Children Affect Parents As Parents Affect 

Children in Gender Nonconformity.” Psychoanalytic Psychology 28(4):528-548. 
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https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/the-sage-encyclopedia-of-trans-studies/book270824
https://doi.org/10.1111/J.1741%E2%80%933737.2010.00714.X
https://read.dukeupress.edu/tsq/article-abstract/4/3-4/431/132833/There-Is-Nothing-Missing-in-the-Real-Trans
https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/The-Transgender-Child/Stephanie-A-Brill/9781573443180
https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/The-Transgender-Child/Stephanie-A-Brill/9781573443180
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/n3csk76j
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1525/srsp.2006.3.3.23
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1525/srsp.2006.3.3.23
https://read.dukeupress.edu/tsq/article/1/1-2/59/92011/Childhood
https://www.apa.org/pubs/journals/features/pap-papa0023828.pdf
https://www.apa.org/pubs/journals/features/pap-papa0023828.pdf
https://genderborngendermade.com/
https://microcosmpublishing.com/catalog/books/7013
https://microcosmpublishing.com/catalog/books/7013
https://transreads.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/2019-03-22_5c95495ee37dc_project_muse_690810.pdf
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1525/si.2001.24.2.165?seq=1
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-030-35590-6_10
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-030-35590-6_10
https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/the-sage-encyclopedia-of-trans-studies/book270824
https://www.upress.umn.edu/book-division/books/histories-of-the-transgender-child
https://doi.org/10.1080/10538720.2020.1752874
https://doi.org/10.1080/10538720.2020.1752874
https://nyuscholars.nyu.edu/en/publications/transgender-youth-and-life-threatening-behaviors
https://www.csusm.edu/gsr/irb/documents/policy_guidelines/trans_youth_article.pdf
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/9781119487593.ch7
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https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/19361653.2020.1816244
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https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/the-sage-encyclopedia-of-trans-studies/book270824
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